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ABSTRACT 


This study on Youth in Marginalized Settings in 
Lebanon aims to reveal the interactions of youths 
with the conditions of social marginalization in 
which they live. The fieldwork was conducted 

in summer 2019 on 144 focus groups in 38 
marginalized zones in Lebanon, including Lebanese 
poverty pockets, Palestinian camps and Syrian 
gatherings, 48 focus groups were created for each 
nationality, of which 24 were exclusively males and 
24 exclusively females. The 1173 participants in 
these focus groups were young men and women 
aged between 15 and 25 years old. 22 questions 
were put forward to each group. It includes, as 
well, a survey undertaken in 2021 on education 
provision in the same zones of marginalization. 


The current book addresses youth's identity- 
related answers around five questions: 


> Question #1: Do you feel anxious or 
threatened by a particular group, 
environment, or events? 


> Question #2: How do you deal with 
these threats? 


> Question No. 3: How do you view the 
Lebanese? (Destined for Palestinians 
and Syrians). 


> Question No. 4: How do you view the 
Syrians in Lebanon? (Destined for 
Lebanese and Syrians). 


> Question No. 5: How do you view the 
Palestinians in Lebanon? (Destined for 
Lebanese and Syrians). 
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The study shows that the identity based on the 
group (sect, clan, region, nationality) dominates 
the youth. It carries with it a widespread feeling 
of threat (86% of focus groups) and this feeling 

is most acute among Syrian youth. The threat is 
mostly social: security incidents, political conflicts, 
racism, deviations, etc. But the tendency to 
confrontation is not widespread among them, 
and when talking about it, young people do not 
place it in the category of the group. The study 
showed that the negative perception of Syrians 
by young people of the other two nationalities is 
preponderant. Unlike the Palestinians, who tend 
to have a positive view of them on the part of 
the Lebanese and Syrians. As for the Lebanese, 
they are viewed differently. The Syrians are closer 
to negativity, and the Palestinians are closer 

to positivity. But negative images of the other 
nationalities are in all cases varied and numerous, 
while positive images are few and similar. 
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